Edge Lesson  January 18th - Mass Readings for Jan. 22nd 


I. Ice Breaker (in DGs):  Pictionary Bible Stories 

a. Epiphany – 3 Kings visit baby Jesus 
b. Noah’s Arc 
c. Jonah and the Whale 
d. David & Goliath 
e. Moses divides the Red Sea 
f. Jesus feeds 5000
g. Jesus calls Simon, Andrew, James, & John (fishermen) 

II. 1st Reading: Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 

a. Are you familiar with Jonah’s story? 
b. Review the back story on the handout. Go ahead and make it a dramatic reading or have the group act it out. 
c. Recap: God said “go.” Jonah said “no.” Jonah gets swallowed by a giant fish. 

d. Chapter 3 – Our Reading 

a. God said “Go.” Jonah said “No.” Jonah gets swallowed by a giant fish. Jonah said “JK, okay.” Jonah converts thousands of people. 

b. Accepts Mission after initial rejection.

c. Life kind of turned miserable when he denied his call. 

d. Out of free will Jonah recognized his good fortune and praises God. 
e. Discussion Questions 
· How do we reject God? 
· Often we can know God’s will and flee from it. 

1. Small Ex) 

2. Big Ex) 

· What metaphors/symbols come from this parable? 

1. Storm 

2. Confession/Cast out of storm

3. Unconventional forms of saving grace 

· How do you get out of the pit/whale’s stomach?  

· Can we risk fleeing from God? 
2. Remember, when Jonah did accept his mission, he converted thousands of the most corrupt people! 
III. Gospel: Mark 1: 14 -21
Background (Mt 14): John calls out Herodias (Herod’s sis-in-law) for her infidelity. In revenge she has him arrested. At a party Herod is delighted by Herodias’ daughter and publically announces he’ll give her whatever she wants. Prompted by her bitter mum, she asks for John’s head.  To save face Herod obliges and John is beheaded
A. Remember John the Baptist? What was his job? 

a. Prepares for Jesus’ ministry – “He’s coming” & “Repent” 

B. “Repent, and believe in the gospel."
a. Jesus picks up John’s message now that John is arrested
b. What does it mean to repent? 
C. Discipleship 
a. Jesus didn’t invent 
b. Long tradition within the Jewish faith
c. Scripture Quiz 
i. Go learn your father’s trade  -> Fisherman
ii. Come Follow Me -> Disciple 

d. May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi

D. Jesus invites - "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."
a. Ask: What does it mean that Simon and Andrew were fishermen?

b. “they abandoned their nets and followed him”
i. What does it mean to abandon?

c. This is what we are called to: abandonment
i. ALL OF US!!
E. Jesus invites James and John

a. “So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him.”
b. Family, co-workers, lifestyle, career
c. Not just a one-time turning.  The disciples probably had many, many moments of wanting to return to their old way, for good and bad.
