[bookmark: _GoBack]EDGE  Discipleship Group Lesson – Feb. 8th
Lectionary for the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Themes –
· Call to the Sacraments 
· Call to be Missionaries

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  
Corinth Background: 
· New Christian Community – minority in community. Bullied 
· Paul answering questions about proper behavior and attitude. 
· How do I follow Jesus in my daily life? 

 “Do everything for the Glory of God” 
· In everything a Christian does they should seek the glory of God by always
acting with the best of intentions. 

· Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (Latin= For the greater Glory of God) St. Ignatius of Loyola 
· (ahd mah-yaw-rem de-ee glaw-ree-ahm]
·  AMDG  (Jesuits) 
· “It is a summary of the idea that any work that is not evil, even one that would normally be considered inconsequential to the spiritual life, can be spiritually meritorious if it is performed in order to give glory to God”
· Schoolwork!
 “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” 
· Discipleship 
· Ask: What do you remember about what it meant to be a disciple during Jesus time? 
· Who did the disciples admire and try to act like? 
· Ask: So, who are you imitating? Who do you admire? Who do you trust to influence your life? 
· Remind them of the importance of role models. 
· Get people in your life who can earnestly look out for you (and your soul) and who set an example of virtue. 
· Who do you trust to look out for you? 
· We’re easily influenced!
· Crap in – crap out 
· Friends, Family, TV, Music 



Gospel: Mark 1: 40 - 45 
Ask: Do you know what a leper is? What kind of disease they suffer from? 

Background on Lepers:
· Moses made a few laws regarding how the Israelites should handle people with leprosy. 
· . Remember the Israelites = Chosen People = Must be Pure 
· Very concerned about disease that could sweep through and weaken the community or ruin purity. 
· If someone has what appears to be leprosy or another severe skin rash they were asked to leave the community and became outcasts. People were not allowed to interact with them and were told to basically to ignore them. 
· Prevents spreading the disease 
· Disgraced and outcasts. 
· Couldn’t rejoin until healed (unlikely) 
In Our Reading…
· Even 1500 later after Moses declared these laws about staying away from lepers the Jewish culture was still following them. In today’s culture Jesus disregards the law and interacts with the leper, even touching him 
· Jesus has a reputation in the area now as being someone who can heal. 
 “…begged him and said, ‘If you wish, you can make me clean.” 
· Disgraced, outcast, lonely, desperate, unclean 
· Humbling approaches Jesus
· Takes a bold chance 
· Ask Youth to imagine this leper’s life and how much courage it must have taken to approach Jesus. 

· “Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand touch him” 
· Jesus disregards the law and touches this man 
· Restoration – dignity and physically. 
· This does not separate you from the community and from God. 
· Reveals the nature of God!
· Remember the Jews didn’t always understand that God was a caring Father. 
·  Always reaching out and offering restoration
Go ahead and ask them - Do you see where this might be going? 
· Reconciliation!
· Sin can lead us to feel disgraced, unclean or lonely. 
· Sin is infecting and prevents God’s grace (disgrace)  
· Jesus shows that no one is too unclean for restoration and healing.
· The leper had to encounter Christ to be healed and restored
· We encounter Christ through Sacraments! 
· Priest (Persona Christi) is able to help cleanse our souls and help us see ways to purify our lives and avoid sin. 
· Aaron
We need to be like the leper…
“We must approach Jesus in the sacrament of reconciliation by putting aside our pride, confessing our sins, and experiencing His healing.”

We need to be like Jesus, too…reaching out
 “The power of this encounter was that Jesus was breaking all sorts of religious rules and regulations with this one touch. In that culture you didn’t even go near a leper, let alone let alone touch one. But Jesus broke all the rules to reach people”
· Who are the lepers in our life? In our culture? Those who are lonely, rejected, disgraced? 
· What did Paul instruct us in the second reading? 
1) IMITATE CHRIST!!! Reach out to those People!!!
· But do we reach out or do we freak out? 
· Let your pity turn into action!
· Do we avoid those in trouble? Too intimidated? Ignore our friends who are broken doing bad things? 
· I feel like I should say something. What should I say?
· What if they reject me, what if they laugh at me?
· Culture says mind, your own business. Jesus disregarded culture. 
· Can’t avoid the wounded. 

2) There is no one on this earth not worth reaching out to, not worth saving


This Week’s Challenge: 
· Who is God calling you to reach out to?
· How are you going to act like Christ to them?
