· Welcome to Advent!
· “The whole concern of doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never ends....The love of our Lord must always be made accessible, so that anyone can see that all the works of perfect Christian virtue spring from love and have no other objective than to arrive at love.” (Preface to the Catechism)
· Advent means “coming” or “arrival”
· Advent is really a season in 2 parts, with the 1st two weeks concerned with the Lord's coming as Judge of all at the end of time and the 2nd two weeks serving as the proximate preparation for His coming in the flesh. Our activities, like the Church's readings, should reflect that dual character.
· Recent readings were all about the coming King, Groom, Master, etc
· “..and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man”
· For you.  
· How
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· Overlap
· Church calendar not like a circle, but like a cone, ascending.
· Advent is a season of anticipation.
· We seem to have lost the ability to willfully anticipate things.  We want them now.
· Eggs and wafers
· Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8
· “The beginning of the gospel...” 
· Gospel means??????
· “As it is written in Isaiah the prophet”
· The first reading is what is quoted here. You guys know Isaiah. You learned a bit about him already.  
· 700 years before John the Baptist, Isaiah spoke of him.
· John the Baptist
· He was dressed similar to Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). According to  Zechariah 13:4, the hair shirt was the garment of a prophet.
· “as they acknowledged their sins”
· “Go up to your room and think about what you did”
· Acknowledge, repent
· Repent - “to return” or, basically, do a 180.
· “I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
· “The Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life”
· Confirmation.
· “Neither repentance avails with out grace, nor grace without repentance; for repentance must first condemn sin, that grace may blot it out. So then John, who was a type of the law, came baptizing for repentance, while Christ came to offer grace.” [Saint Ambrose of Milan (ca. A.D. 380), Epistle 84]
· Anticipation and Preparation
· Christmas, Birthday, date, party, 
· God is desperate to be close to you.  Please let Him in, this year.  Please open your hearts to His arrival.  Allow Him to be close to you.  Let Him be “Immanuel”, “God with us”.
	GospelMk 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths."
	John the Baptist appeared in the desert
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem
were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River
as they acknowledged their sins.
John was clothed in camel's hair,
with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey.
And this is what he proclaimed:
"One mightier than I is coming after me.
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water;
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."


