Deep Lesson for 2/8th – Lectionary Readings for Sunday, Feb. 12th 

1st Reading: Leviticus 13: 1-2, 44-46
* Leviticus is difficult to understand without a historical context. Not exactly an easy read…
· Leviticus Background: 
· Handbook for priests of Israel, the Levites, reviews laws, rituals and other advice.
· Part 1 = Teaches Priests how to act 
· Part 2= how people should interact with Priests
· Moses is thought to be the primary author.
· Timeline =  about two years after exit from Egypt/ golden calf scandal 
· Aaron = Moses’ older brother and spokesperson in the Exodus and now the high priest.

· Leper Dealings 
1) A community member with a suspicious rash or scab or other skin disease must be immediately presented to Aaron, the high priest. 
2) Upon examining the sores and determining if its contagious Aaron may declare  the afflicted person as “unclean” and issue a set of purification measures 
a. Must wear clean garments, no hats , tidy beard;  afflicted person must personally warn the public of unclean status, move out of camp and be isolated until they are clean again. 
i. Disgraced. 
b. Harsh, right? 
· Intention 
· Priests concerned for welfare/preservation of whole community –> prevent infection from spreading.  NECESSARY PRECAUTION 
· Very concerned with protecting the purity of community –> hence all the strict rules. 
· Chapters 13 & 14 continue to discuss the issue. 
· Interesting …. Seeing early priests already involved in evaluating people’s state of purity. 
· Hmmm….
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  
Corinth Background: 
· New Christian Community – minority in community 
· Paul answering questions about proper behavior and attitude. 

 “Do everything for the Glory of God” 
· In everything a Christian does they should seek the glory of God by always
acting with the best of intentions. 
· Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam – For the greater Glory of God – (ahd mah-yaw-rem de-ee glaw-ree-ahm]
·  AMDG – St. Ignatius of Loyola 
· “It is a summary of the idea that any work that is not evil, even one that would normally be considered inconsequential to the spiritual life, can be spiritually meritorious if it is performed in order to give glory to God”
· Schoolwork!
 “Eat or drink…”   SELF-POSSESSION !!!
· Matthew Kelly’s examples of fasting to attain self-possession 
“Avoid giving offense, whether to the Jews or Greeks or the church of God,”
· Each person is morally responsible not only for their own actions, but also for the influence of their behavior has on the good or bad actions of others. 

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” 
· DISCIPLESHIP!!!
· Who are you imitating? Who do you admire? Who do you trust to influence your life? 
· Get people in your life who can earnestly look out for you (and your soul) and who set an example of virtue. 
· Who do you trust to look out for you? 
· We’re easily influenced!
· Crap in – crap out 

Gospel: Mark 1: 40 - 45 
* Jewish Culture was still upholding the Leviticus’ laws on the treatment of Lepers and no one went near lepers. 
· Jesus disregards the law and interacts with the leper, even touching him (so taboo!) 

·  “…begged him and said, ‘If you wish, you can make me clean.” 
· Disgraced, outcast, lonely, desperate, unclean 
· Humility in approach

· “Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand touch him” 
· Jesus disregards the law and touches this man 
· Restoration – dignity and physically. 
· This does not separate you from the community and from God. 
· Reveals the nature of God! Always reaching out and offering restoration
Go ahead and ask them - Do you see where this might be going? 
· Reconciliation!
· Sin can lead us to feel disgraced, unclean or lonely. 
· Sin is infecting and prevents God’s grace (disgrace)  
· Jesus shows that no one is too unclean for restoration and healing.
· The leper had to encounter Christ to be healed and restored
· We encounter Christ through Sacraments! 
· Priest (Persona Christi) is able to help cleanse our souls and help us see ways to purify our lives and avoid sin. 
· Aaron
“We have allowed sin to stain our baptismal garment. Shame should not prevent us from confessing; the leper showed Jesus his sores and begged to be healed. Likewise, we must approach Jesus in the sacrament of reconciliation by putting aside our pride, confessing our sins, and experiencing His healing.”

· Reaching People…
 “The power of this encounter was that Jesus was breaking all sorts of religious rules and regulations with this one touch. In that culture you didn’t even go near a leper, let alone let alone touch one. But Jesus broke all the rules to reach people”
· Who are the lepers in our life? In our culture? Those who are lonely, rejected, disgraced? 
· What did Paul instruct us in the second reading? 
1) IMITATE CHRIST!!! Reach out to those People!!!
· But do we reach out or do we freak out? 
· Let your pity turn into action!
· Do we avoid those in trouble? Too intimidated? Ignore our friends who are broken doing bad things? 
· I feel like I should say something. What should I say?
· What if they reject me, what if they laugh at me?
· Culture says mind, your own business. Jesus disregarded culture. 
· Are we approachable? 
· Paul “avoid offense” 
· Christians are often criticized for avoiding the wounded. 
· The poor or their own family 

2) There is no one on this earth not worth reaching out to, not worth saving

· How do we reach out? 
1) Pray for them - “Satan laughs at our toil. He mocks at our plans. But he trembles when we pray.” 
· Intercede for them 
· Tell them!  “hey man, I know you’re going through a rough time and I’m praying for you.” 
2) Talk to them –  find out about their life  and listen. 
· Ask “so, how are you really doing?” or “where are you at with spiritual stuff?”  
3) Be honest -  go ahead and be honest. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Maybe it means saying “I’m worried about you.” Or “I think what you’re doing isn’t good for you.” 
4) Point to God -  “I don’t know a lot about your struggles or how to overcome them, but as a Christian I believe God love is powerful and that He can help you.  
