December 11, 2011 -
Third Sunday of Advent
Lectionary 8
· Isaiah, Paul, and John
· Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
· Whole first section - WOW!
· Matt
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· Paul - I Thess 5:16-24
· Brothers and sisters
· Rejoice always. 
· Pray without ceasing.
· In all circumstances give thanks,
· John 1:6-8, 19-28
· John the apostle writing about John the Baptist
· Not a messianic figure, but a witness
· Witness, same word as martyr
· Messiah?
· Elijah?
· The Prophet?
· “I am a voice”
· Sandal strap
· Work of a slave
· John 3:30 - “He must increase; I must decrease”
· All of this is to instill in us a sense of anticipation of His coming. The readings are putting us IN the scene, learning about this “publicity guy” for the coming Messiah.
· We can’t forget that we are meant to be that for Christ NOW, in Duluth and Dominica.  We’re called to be witnesses, martyrs, “a voice of one”.
· But you can’t tell people the good news of someone you don’t know.
