Deep Lesson for 1/18: Lectionary Readings for the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (1/22)
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I. First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5,10 
1. Background: Read Ch. 1 & 2 

1. Not regarded as historical, but allegorical/parable
2. God said GO. Jonah said NO…. Jonah gets eaten by a whale.  
3. While in Whale - Jonah Writes a Hymn of Thanks!? (ch.2)
· Recognizes reason to be grateful
· Life Saver in form of Whale
a. Punishment = storm and being thrown off
b. Salvation/Rescue = Fish 
a. New Testament Connection: Matt 12:38 
1. Jews demand a sign, prove it!
2. Jesus –  The only sign you’ll get is the sign of Jonah


“but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. Just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights…” 
1. Alludes to the Resurrection after three days
2. CREED: “he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures”
· Jonah’s story foreshadows Christ’s resurrection.

c. Ch. 3 - Jonah gets spit out 
1. God said “Go.” Jonah said “No.” Jonah gets eaten by a whale. Jonah says “JK, Okay.” Jonah converts thousands of people.
2. Accepts Mission after initial rejection.
a. Life kind of turned miserable when he denied his call. 
b. Out of free will Jonah recognized his good fortune and praises God. 

CCC 29 “This intimate and vital bond of man to God” can be...explicitly rejected by man....which makes him hide from God out of fear and flee his call.” (Jonah=example)

3. Discuss the above Catechism statement
a. How do we reject God? 
b. Often we can know God’s will and flee from it. 
i. Small Ex) 
ii. Big Ex) 
c. What metaphors come from this parable? 
i. Storm 
ii. Confession/Cast out of storm
iii. Unconventional saving grace 
d. How do you get out of the pit/whale’s stomach?  
e. Can we risk fleeing from God? 


2. Chapter 3: Post-Whale Encounter

4. Heads to Ninevah, a huge, corrupt town. 
a. “40 days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed”
· 40 is a symbolic number. 
· Lent = Purification
5. And the Ninevites repent!
i. Repent means to turn around 
ii. God appreciates their change and doesn’t smite them. 
iii. Ninevites didn’t see this call for repentance as an obligation but an opportunity - > MASS


II. Second Reading: Paul - I Corinthians 7:29-31
1. Background:  
· Written in 59 AD /Third Letter  
· Paul very convicted parousia is coming any day – “time is running out!”

2. “Those having wives act as not having them”
· fulfilling the duties of married life that involve them in the cares of this world, but without attaching their hearts to this world.
· Christ is coming soon! – prioritize you time and energy! 
· “Be in the world not of it” / View life with the horizon of eternity 
· Don’t get so wrapped up in today that you forget about tomorrow/eternity 
· Note: Role of spouses is to ensure one  another gets to Heaven

3. “For the world in its present form is passing away”
· Don’t get too attached because this is not your home!
· Look beyond today! This world may pass away, but the next world is perfect.

III. Gospel: Mark 1: 14 -20 – The Start of His Ministry

1. Part 1 :John the Baptist’s Arrest & Death 
a. Background (Mt 14): John calls out Herodias (Herod’s sis-in-law) for her infidelity. In revenge she has him arrested. At a party Herod is delighted by Herodias’ daughter and publically announces he’ll give her whatever she wants. Prompted by her bitter mum, she asks for John’s head.  To save face Herod obliges and John is beheaded. 


2. Part 2: Calls Disciples 
a. “The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel” 
i. Jesus takes up John’s message 
ii. Discipleship requires repentance 

b. What was the role of a disciple -> see handout
i. Go home and work with your father  or  Come Follow Me
ii. Left everything and followed the Rabbi 
c. Jesus’ Disciples = not conventional choices 
i. Goes to the shore, rather than temple 
1. Chooses 4 fishermen (didn’t make the cut) 
a. Simon & Andrew (middle aged)
b. James & John 
ii. Invites them to “Come follow me” 
1. “they abandoned their nets and followed him”
2. “So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him.” 
3. Reality ->  they left everything they knew! Lifestyle, family, security, dreams.  SACRAFICE!!
4. Recommitment everyday -> wasn’t a cake walk!
iii. Why did they follow?
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Something bigger than themselves and personal mission





Wrap Up
1st Reading = God’s got a mission for you. Rise up and accept it. Rejecting it will lead to complications and despair. Abandon your hesitations and fears and trust God. Jonah’s obedience helped the Ninevites radically change their lives. Ninevites repented and became Christians 

2nd Reading = Christ will come, so abandon your side projects and focus on God’s mission for you – getting to Heaven 

Gospel =  Christ’s invitation to the first disciples is also an invitation to all us. Come follow me, repent, believe and lay down your  nets. 

We all have a choice to follow Him, today! If we hesitate and wait we could miss out, literally on Heaven and on a perfect love.















Dusty Youth”
(please read this)

2000 years ago, the Rabbi - or teacher - would have disciples. At age 6, young Jewish boys would begin memorizing the first 5 books of the Bible and have it fully memorized by age 10! From then until the age of 15, they would have to memorize the entire Old Testament. At age 15 they would be tested on their knowledge, and if they were not competent enough, they were encouraged to go home and learn their father's trade, whatever it be. If they "made the cut", these disciples would hear a phrase from the Rabbi, "Come, follow me". From that moment on they would follow the Rabbi around from early morning prayer to after evening prayer. They were training to BE that Rabbi, to walk, speak, and believe like him. So much so that the saying arose:
“May you be covered in the dust of your Rabbi.”

The implication was that, at the end of the day, may you have followed so closely and become so much like your teacher that you will be covered in the dust from his feet. When Jesus began his public ministry at the age of 30, which is when most Rabbis would begin their teaching, he did not accept applications or put an ad out. He walked down to the shore and found men who, judging by the fact that they weren’t following a rabbi already, but were fishing instead, hadn’t “made the cut”. He walked up to one particular fisherman, who we all are quite partial to, and said something the fisherman had never heard spoken to him:

“Come, follow me.”

And he dropped his nets. He spent the next three years getting filthy with the dust of his Rabbi. When his Rabbi ascended into heaven, he spent the rest of his life, all the way through to his last breath, living under the dust of his Rabbi. We are called to the same. We are called to follow that lead. In following both the examples of Christ and his disciples, we see a theme emerge.

Jesus ministered in both large and small group contexts.

He met with small groups in homes (Mt. 26:6); yet, he also spoke to crowds of thousands. Both forms of ministry were important. However, Christ’s teaching of the multitudes came as a result of and on the foundation of his time spent with his disciples. They traveled together, shared meals, experienced mutual hardship, and literally lived together. Keep in mind, this was not a formal or academic experience; the small group members simply participated with Christ in whatever He did. They saw and experienced the attitudes and actions He was admonishing others to adopt. The apostles' small group was their living-learning laboratory. It was with this close-knit group of 12, with 3 being closest, that Christ formed the 72 and sent them out to make disciples. In fact, it is Christ’s Great Commission to them/us in the last verses of the Gospel of Matthew, that give us our direction,
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